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reformers In one large category of dangerous and treason-
able persons. Pitt saw Jacobins everywhere, disguising
their projects of treason under the cloak of constitutional
reform. Fox saw that this view was unjust and ridiculous,
unjust because it condemned, as insincere, men who had
suffered for their opinions, such as Gerrald, to whom Fox
paid a fine tribute in Parliament, and ridiculous because it
assumed that great masses of men were all engaged in a
stupendous and organised hypocrisy. If Pitt's view were
correct, and it was the view of a man who had never been
in contact with the new classes that were beginning to force
their way into politics, and who was genuinely afraid of
them, 30,000 men must have been assembled for the express
purpose of concealing their real object.1
The second characteristic of Fox's speeches on these
Bills is his profound sense of the sacredness and the moral
value of freedom. Windham talked of "submitting to the
inconveniences that may possibly arise from the suspension
of the Habeas Corpus Act,"2 and this paltry view of a
measure which placed all hostile or critical opinion at the
mercy of the Government, illustrates as vividly as anything
else the demoralisation that overtook the governing classes.
Men like Windham were living during these years on the
edge of their emotions, and in the giddy paroxysms of
their terror they lost hold of all stable convictions about
freedom or justice. Fox towered above that desolating
anarchy of panic, because all his ideas of the English con-
stitution were held by the inflexible grip of reverent con-
viction and habit. To the Government it seemed a small
matter to stifle all discussion, and to imprison men by lettres
de cachet; to Fox in whose eyes England stood for all the
things that were most English in the world, that process
was trampling out, under the heel of a panic that was
largely selfishness, all the most precious qualities of English
civilisation. It is significant that there was no orator
who appealed as Fox did to the calendar of England's great
1 Fox's Speeches, vol. vi.                    2 Parliamentary History', 30. 549.